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The Millennium Falcon is a legendary spaceship, made famous by its adventures under the

command of smugglers Han Solo and Chewbacca, who made numerous special modifications to

transform the beat-up Corellian light freighter into one of the fastest ships in the galaxy.Â This

Haynes Manual traces the model history of the Corellian Engineering Corporationâ€™s YT series of

spaceships and the development of the YT-1300 model line before focusing on the Millennium

Falcon, itself a modified YT-1300. Onboard systems, controls, and their operation are described in

detail and supported by a host of photographs, line art, floor plans, exploded diagrams, and

stunning computer-generated artwork, all newly created by acknowledged Falcon experts Chris

Reiff and Chris Trevas. Text is by Ryder Windham, author of more than fifty Star Wars

books.Â Covering operational history, piloting, propulsion, weapons, engineering systems, sensors,

and crew facilities, this is the most thorough technical guide to the Millennium Falcon

available.Â This Haynes Manual is fully authorized and approved by Lucasfilm.
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When this book was first announced there was three big questions that came to mind when I first

saw it listed. The first was: Is this an actual "repair" manual? The second: Does it expand beyond

the movie Falcon or does it also contain information that was covered within the Expanded

Universe? And finally: Will it be any more specific than the standard Star Wars Encyclopedia? Well,

let's look into it.First, is this an actual repair manual? To be straight forward, absolutely not. This is



not the first time Haynes has ventured into the SciFi genre as they have also produced a book for

the starship Enterprise (Star Trek: U.S.S. Enterprise Haynes Manual). And like fans who read that

book, it is apparent that the producers of the book have no real intention on making a "repair"

manual. There are no instructions or steps on repair procedures like those found in actual Haynes

repair manuals and as a mechanic for over 15 years I am quite familiar with what is found in actual

Haynes books.So why the connection to Haynes? Well, in my opinion the connection to Haynes can

be easily explained as an attempt to bring a fresh and new layout to the common Star Wars

Encyclopedia books and to also add a gimmick to boost sales. Is this a bad thing? No. To me

wrapping a Star Wars Encyclopedia on the Falcon in a Haynes manual format is not a bad idea. Not

only does it offer something new to an old idea but it also creates a new format to what was become

a copy and paste production within the Encyclopedia product line.

In what may seem like deja vu the creative team of writer author Ryder Windham and artists Chris

Trevas and Chris Reiff are back in the cockpit for another book exploring the inner workings of the

most famous starship ever, the Millennium Falcon.In September of 2010 this trio brought us the Star

Wars: Millennium Falcon: A 3-D Owner's Guide, which was a really fun book put together by Becker

& Mayer Books. The 3-D Owner's Guide was an over-sized heavy cardboard book that featured a

layered cut-away of the Millennium Falcon, each page contained a "slice" of the ship showing

certain systems and surrounding the cut away was text and images associated with the systems

discussed. That book was designed for ages 8 and up, so as cool as it was it was designed for a

younger audience and at 22 pages there was only so much information that could be

included.Random House Publishing's Del Rey imprint has taken a similar idea and put a new spin

on it that gives a book that is both visually appealing for younger audiences and is detail rich for the

more discerning nerd. Partnering with renowned automotive repair manual publisher Haynes, the

Haynes Star Wars: Millennium Falcon: Owner's Workshop Manual is 125 pages of geek fun.The

book is crammed full of images from the films, production photos, and illustrations. While this full

color book doesn't look like most Haynes manuals I have seen on the inside, the concept itself

works to make the marketing gimmick make sense. If you have used a Haynes manual in the past,

this book is of a better quality. It comes with a glossy hardcover and the internal pages are printed

on a nice sturdy paper stock.
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